PRE OR POST FESTIVAL ACTIVITY


Water Ways

Theme: Water Conservation

Curriculum: Science Air and Water in the Environment Gr. 2 Specific Expectation 1.1 Assess the impact of human activities on water in the environment, taking different points of view into consideration and plan a course of action to help keep the water in the community clean 1.2 Assess personal and family uses of water as responsible/efficient or wasteful, and create a plan to reduce the amount of water used, where possible

Activity Overview:  

Students will develop an awareness of their personal water consumption both at school and at home by filling in a Water Usage Chart, both at home and at school for one week. Then the class will compare notes to find out trends in water usage either efficient or excessive.

Key Messages/Big Ideas:

· Water is our most precious natural resource. The more water you use, the more energy it takes to treat, deliver, and possibly heat that water. As well, energy is required to return and treat the resulting wastewater.

· The more water you use in a rural household, the greater the strain on the septic system.

· Communities that conserve water, do not need to look for new sources of water when supplies get low.

· Everyone doing their part to conserve water, can collectively make a difference.

Materials:

· attached table to fill out at school and at home

· KWL chart

· chart to display ways students use and waste water both at home and at school

Background Information:

1. There are many good reasons to conserve water. These include:

· there is less of a chance of your well running dry in summer or your water quality being compromised

· you save money on municipal water and energy bills

· easing both seasonal and long-term water shartages for your community

· less water goes back to the wastewater treatment plant for costly processing

· less energy is needed to deliver and treat water for personal uses

· you expand the life of your septic system

· discharging less treated water into the watershed

· communities may not need to find new sources of water and build new infrastructures

2. Water supplies are not endless. Everyone can play a part at home, at school or in the community to conserve our water so that it will be sustained for future generations. Ways to conserve water in the:

· kitchen: use low flow faucet aerator and fill a pan when washing fruits and vegetables

· bathroom: use the new ultra-low flush model toilet and take a 5 minute showerheads

· laundry room: wash only full loads and insulate your water pipes

· outdoors: do not overwater your landscape and use a low angle or pulsating sprinklers

· planting: use organic material to increase the ability of the soil to retain water

· carwashing: use a bucket with a sponge and a trigger nozzle on the hose

· pool: use a pool cover to reduce evaporation loss

· rainbarrel: collect water in a barrel and use to water your garden (remember to cover with a screen to prevent moquito breeding

- found on the interactive program called Water Conservation Tips found at:

http://www.on.ec.gc.ca/reseau/watertips/watertips_flash_e.html
This is a good site for the Smartboard.

Procedure (What Will I Be Doing?):

1. Use a KWL chart to brainstorm ways the students Know how they use and waste water and what they Wonder about water useage.

2. Students will record on the table provided, how they use and waste water, both at home and at school for one week.

3. Class will compile a class table of how the whole class uses and abuses water and compare.

4. Discuss ways to reduce personal wasting of water both in the home and at school. “What does it mean to use water excessively? How might your use of water change if you had to carry it from a central source into you class, house or apartment? What responsible/efficient water-use practices does your class and family use already? What are some other strategies you or your family/class  might implement in the future?”

5. Complete the L – Learned section of the KWL chart to review what the students have learned. Discuss courses of action because everyone can make a difference.

Wrap Up/Recall with Students:

1. Class discusses and develops ways to encourage everyone to use our water wisely.
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